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What is a spenddown?                                                     
A spenddown is the person's or family's "Share" of the medical cost.       
The spenddown is like an insurance deductible.  The spenddown is the       
amount of medical costs to a person or family that they are                
responsible for.  KanCare will not pay any medical expenses until the      
person meets his or her spenddown.  If persons have not paid for           
medical services, they still may apply them to their spenddown.  The       
spenddown period is usually six months.  It may be shorter in some         
cases                                                                         
Example: a person or family has a $300.00 spenddown.  The medical          
expense is $350.  The person or family is responsible for $300.            
KanCare will pay the $50.  KanCare will not pay the $300 spenddown         
amount. This is the person or family's responsibility. 
                 
How does the spenddown process work?    
We send a KanCare member ID card for each person on the Medically        
Needy Plan.  KanCare does not pay medical expense until the person       
meets his or her spenddown.  After the person meets the spenddown,       
KanCare pays all covered medical expenses during the spenddown period.   
Follow the steps below to help meet the spenddown.     

                
                                                                       
How is a spenddown met?                                                
1.   Tell the worker if you or your family have the following  expenses:                                                         
     *     Medical Insurance Premiums                                  
     *     Old medical/dental bills you still owe                      
     *     Any medical/dental bills for your spouse or minor children                                                    
2.   Show the member ID card to the provider every time a covered      
     family member receives a service or item.                         
3.   Ask the provider to bill KanCare for ALL services for covered      
        family members.                                                 
 4.     If the medical provider CANNOT BILL KanCare, we can still use   
        the expenses to meet the spenddown, please do the following:    
        *     Get a "Special Billing Process" letter from your worker.                                                   
        *     Ask the provider to complete and sign the form for each medical expense.                                          
        *     Give your worker a separate form for each provider  bill.                                                     
        *     Get additional forms from your worker if needed.          
                                                                        
 What kind of expenses can a person use to meet a spenddown?            
 You may use most of your own and your spouse's medical expenses.         
 Parents also may use bills for their minor children.  Some of these      
 expenses include doctors, hospitals, clinics, dental, vision, hearing,   
 prescriptions, transportation to get medical care, medical equipment,    
health insurance and Medicare premiums, old medical bills you still      
owe, some over the counter drugs, and medical supplies if a doctor       
orders them.  You  CANNOT use the part of the bill that Medicare or      
another insurance already has paid.                                    
                                                                       
Does the spenddown ever change?                                        
Yes, we base the spenddown amount on income and your household size.     
When income or households change, the spenddown also may change.  We     
usually set the spenddown on a six-month base period.  When the          
spenddown time period ends we review the case, if your income or         
household changed, we may need to set a new spenddown amount.  We will   
send you a letter at that time.  The letter will tell you about your     
new spenddown.                                                         
                                                                       
If you think there will be enough medical expenses to equal or exceed    
the spenddown, call your worker.  If we do not hear from you by          
______________________, the case will be closed or denied.                       
                                 
