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Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: March 19, 2025 
Time: 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Place: Landon Building and via 
Zoom conference meeting 

Meeting Attendees Bolded 

Committee  State & Gainwell Additional Attendees 

 Victor Nguyen, PharmD KDHE  

Amanda Applegate, PharmD Anh Rongish, PharmD KDHE  

Teresa Wesley, MD Laura Leistra, KDHE  

Melissa Patrick, BAC John Powell, KDHE  

Leni Swails, PhD Crystal Blackmon, KDHE  

Laura Kozisek, BAC Shalae Harris, BSN, RN, KDHE  

Brandan Kennedy, MD Lisa Shoop, BSN, RN, KDHE  

Derreck Totton, MD Emily Larrison, RN, Gainwell  

Caitlyn Linscheid, MD Staci Wheat, Gainwell  

Julie Stewart, MD Ian Kinsey, KDADS  

 Michael Skoch, MD, KDHE  

Mohamed Radhi, MD Alli Denning, KDHE  

Alissa Stinnett, DNP   

William Warnes, MD   

Saby Karuppiah, MD Tracy Wagner, RN, BSN 
Gainwell 

 

Anne Stanton, APRN   

Distribution List:  MAC Committee, KDHE-DHCF and Gainwell Technologies  

 

Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION 
 
Call to Order 
Review of Minutes & Introductions 
 

Call to order 10:47am 03/19/2025 
 
Roll Call:  
 
Minutes from December 13, 2024, meeting  
 
Introductions: 
New Committee Members 

 
 
 
 
Minutes reviewed and approved 
as presented.  
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Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION 

Anne Stanton, APRN  
Melissa Patrick, BAC member 
 
Recognition of outgoing members: 
Dr. Donna Sweet 
Dr. Brandon Kennedy 
Sally Paige Goertz 
Jaqueline Dyke 
Jessica Harvey 
 
Two new part time Medicaid Director’s: 
Dr. Michael Skoch, will have oversight of utilization 
management with MCO’s 
  
Dr. Kourtney Bettinger, will work on state public health 
initiatives, and EPSDT program  
 
Legislative Update:  

• Legislature Budget Bill- House and Senate each 
have their versions of the Bill. House version- 
changes can’t be made to MCO contracts until 
they expire. Senate version- wants a Kancare 3.0 
interim study committee. A conference 
committee will decide on a final version of the 
Bill. 

 

• Senate wants removal of continuous eligibility 
waiver for caretaker of parent population. 
 

• KDHE provided opposition testimony to HB 2240. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alli Denning, KDHE 
 
 
Alli will send a summary to 
committee members 
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Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION 

• SB 85 does not include KDHE. House version 
does include KDHE. House decided to work with 
Senate version. 
 

• A request from committee member for a written 
summary of legislative updates. 

   

• No updates on a Federal level 
 
Prior Authorization Update:  

• KDHE looking at ways to reduce yearly prior 
authorization renewal requirements on 
medications.   

• KDHE looking into previous question on numbers 
of PAs from MCOs. Preliminary data show in 
2024- over 63,000 PAs. Includes clinical and non 
preferred medications. 60% - Approved. 40% - 
Denied.  

• Member and clinician would like the renewal 
process simplified. 

• Question on what to do while authorization is 
pending. Process can take up to 60 days and 
running out of medication is detrimental to 
health.  

• Would like streamlined process between MCO’s 
and KDHE. 

 
Pharmacist as Provider: 

• Need more detail on agenda items. Clinician will 
provide an overview to committee. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
KDHE will follow up with this.   
 
 
 
 
Anh Rongish, PharmD KDHE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KDHE will provide follow up at 
next meeting.  
 
KDHE will provide follow up at 
next meeting. 
 
KDHE will provide follow up at 
next meeting. 
 
 
Lisa Shoop, RN KDHE 
KDHE will bring the 3 bulletins to 
this committee pertaining to 
Pharmacist as Provider. 



March 19, 2025, Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) Meeting Minutes 
 

Page 4 of 6 

Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION 

Procedure Codes 90867, 90868, and 90869: 
 

• This is currently under clinical review and 
research. Because of HB2240, KDHE won’t be 
able to approve any new coverage until 
legislation has passed.  

 
 
Out of State Providers: 

• Barriers to care for over 21 population. Specialist 
Providers can be out of state and are not 
covered by Kansas Medicaid.  

• KDHE is working on an OOS telehealth policy 
waiver.  

• KDHE is looking into direct care services, and 
how specialties from other states to enroll. 

OneCare Kansas: 

• Program was terminated and funds rolled into 
CCBHC program. Clinicians encouraged to 
provide feedback on how that transition is 
working. This has led to access of care issues for 
some.  

 
FQHC’s and KDADS 

• Each site within the same organization requires 
its own licensing by KDADS.  

• LCAC and an LMAC can provide telehealth 
services to any site but can’t provide direct care 
at some sites.  

• LACs can’t provide telehealth or direct care to a 
non KDAD site. This is causing access to care 
issues.  

Lisa Shoop, RN KDHE 
 
Clinicians encouraged to send 
email with clinical expertise to 
Dr. Skoch and Shalae Harris at 
KDHE. 
 
 
 
Lisa Shoop, RN KDHE 
 
 
 
 
 
KDHE will bring update at next 
meeting.  
 
Dr. Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Stewart 
 
Ian Kinsey, KDADS will take this 
back to leadership and bring to 
next meeting.  
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Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION 

 
 
 

Open Agenda Items: 
 
Prior Authorization Renewal Process. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pharmacist as Provider 

 
 

• Each MCO has different portals. Would like a 
streamlined process between MCO’s and KDHE. 

• How to make the process easier and faster to 
avoid gap in medication access. 

 

• Amanda Applegate will provide overview to 
committee.  
 
 

 
 
KDHE will follow up at next 
meeting.  
 
 
 
KDHE will provide bulletins 
related to Pharmacist as 
Provider. 

Future Agenda Topics: 
 
IDD and autism waivers  
 
OneCare KS and Care coordination 
 
 
 
 
Contingency Plan for CHIP 
 
 
 
Sate of the Sate Nursing Report 

 
 

• Dr. Swails would like an update on this. 
 

• How we’re continuing with care coordination 
moving forward.  

 

• Does KDHE have contingency plans if CHIP is cut 
or huge budget cuts.  
 
 

• KS State of the State Nursing report was just 
published. Would be good to bring forward.  

 

• Dr. Swails and Dr. Stewart requested a digital 
repository for documents for committee 
members.  

 

 
 
KDHE will follow up at next 
meeting.  
 
Alissa Stinnett 
 
 
KDHE has been tracking this. Alli 
Denning, KDHE will bring an 
update at next meeting.  
 
Alissa Stinnett will gather info 
and bring to next meeting. 
 
KDHE is working on this. 
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Public Comments None  

Next Meeting Meeting on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at 10:30 AM via 
Zoom. 

 

Adjourn Adjourn 11:57am 03/19/2025  

 

 


