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Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) Meeting Minutes

Date: March 18, 2026

Time: 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Place: Zoom conference
meeting

Meeting Attendees Bolded

Committee

State & Gainwell

Additional Attendees

Saby Karuppiah, MD

Kali Steelsmith, RN, KDHE

Amanda Applegate, PharmD

Anh Rongish, PharmD KDHE

Heidi Hartner, Director, TMaH

Mohamed Radhi, MD

Philip Galewitz, Reporter, KFF
Health News

Melissa Patrick, BAC

Alli Denning, KDHE

Stephanie Irvine, Insurance
Specialist, Horizons Mental
Health Center

Leni Swails, PhD

Kourtney Bettinger, MD, KDHE

Laura Kozisek, BAC

Shalae Harris, BSN, RN, KDHE

Anne Stanton, APRN

Michael Skoch, MD, KDHE

Derreck Totton, MD

Emily Larrison, RN, Gainwell

Caitlyn Linscheid, MD

lan Kinsey, KDADS

Julie Stewart, MD

Michelle Heydon, KDADS

William Warnes, MD

Seth Kilber, KDADS

David Nill, MD

Scott Anglemyer, KDADS

Alissa Stinnett, DNP

Lauren Evans, KDHE

Tracy Wagner, RN, BSN
Gainwell

Distribution List: MAC Committee, KDHE-DHCF and Gainwell Technologies

Topic

DISCUSSION

DECISION AND/OR ACTION

Call to Order

Review of Minutes & Introductions

Roll Call/Introductions:
Kali Steelsmith, RN Clinical Manager, KDHE
David Nill, MD CMO for UHC

Call to order 10:35am 03/18/2026

Dr. Leni Swails

Dr. Leni Swails
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Topic DISCUSSION DECISION AND/OR ACTION
Scott Anglemyer, Government Affairs Manager, KDADS
Open Agenda Items: Motion to approve previous meeting minutes from Approved

September 17, 2025.
Legislative Update

Current Legislative Updates: Alli Denning, KDHE
Legislature on the floor today and tomorrow: Links provided to watch live
e House: 29 bills on the calendar chamber sessions for 3/18/2026

e Senate: SB 66 on the calendar
e KDHE requested $15M for CHIP
e House budget includes $20M; Senate includes
S$15M
e Final amount to be negotiated
SB 271 — CHIP Fix:
e Updates CHIP poverty level, currently tied to
2008 levels.
e Proviso added annually to KDHE budget; bill
would make this a permanent fix
e Passed the House. Expected to pass Senate
SB 363 — Codifies HR1:
e Increases workload for eligibility staff
e House expected to debate tomorrow or next
week
e House version differs from Senate version
HB 2491 — Quarterly Reporting on Non-Citizens:
e Requires quarterly reporting to state secretary
on non-citizens receiving public assistance
e KDHE believes this would violate federal law
e Passed the House; needs Senate approval
Doula Program Update

Policy implemented July 1, 2024 Shalae Harris, RN KDHE
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Topic

DISCUSSION

DECISION AND/OR ACTION

New Agenda Items:

MAC Annual State Report

Can bill 3 types of services: prenatal, L&D per
member, and postpartum visits

Reimbursement cap: $1,295 per member

52 providers with 55 locations currently enrolled
with KMAP; with 21 billing since program start,
20 billed last year, and 19 billed last 6 mos.

Kansas Doula Alliance and KS Birth Society formed a
work group with first meeting 02/2025
Current focus:

Identifying barriers to doula enroliment
Training in billing and enrolling as providers
Data and support for reimbursement

Education and awareness for integration into
healthcare team

Lack of business resources for doulas

Funding and support for centralized location for
resources

Doula services remain a standing agenda topic in
monthly KanCare clinical meetings with KDHE and MCOs

State MAC Report Requirements (CFR 431.12)

MAC must provide an annual report to the
Medicaid Director beginning July 2026

Report must describe MAC activities, topics, and
recommendations

State agency must respond to recommendations
and post to public website within 30 days

Need to review minutes from the last two years
to identify prior topics and recommendations

Shalae Harris, RN KDHE

Emily Larrison will compile list of
topics to consider including in
annual report. Will discuss at
June meeting.
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Topic

DISCUSSION

DECISION AND/OR ACTION

CSW Update

TMaH Grant

Dr. Swails would like to include HB 2240 in report to
address barriers this bill created
Overview provided:

HB 2240 passed last session

Requires Legislative Coordinating Council (LCC)
approval for any Medicaid change that increases
state cost

Recent discussions have helped address
implementation barriers; ongoing updates
expected

Report examples may include items MAC wants
changed but are restricted due to HB 2240

Community Support Waiver

Application submitted to KDHE compliance
today. CMS approval expected in 6 months

First new waiver in 20 years

Goal to help reduce waiting list for IDD (currently
8 years)

Currently 9,100 receiving IDD services with 4,800
on waiting list

Legislature capped enrollment at 500 individuals
initially. If successful, cap may be increased
Eligibility criteria same as IDD waiver

Working with CDDOs to identify members on
IDD waiting list that may qualify for CSW waiver

Transforming Maternal Health

CMS grant program; Kansas is 1 of 15 states
selected

Total funding: $17M across 10 years
Currently in 1.5-year pre-implementation

Allie Denning

Michelle Heydon, KDADS

Heidi Hartner, Director, TMaH
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Topic

DISCUSSION

DECISION AND/OR ACTION

1.

2.
3.

Pilot region: 55 counties in southern Kansas,
rural focus

Improve maternal and child healthcare for
Medicaid and CHIP

Reduce low-risk C-section rates

Severe maternal morbidity

Incident of low birth rate infants

Improve overall care experience for pregnant
women

Three model pillars:

Access to Care, Infrastructure, and Workforce
capacity

Quality improvement and safety

Whole person care delivery

Activities include:

Hospital engagement; Birthing friendly
designation

Working with Kansas Perinatal Quality
Collaborative, KS Maternal Mortality Review
Committee, and others

Creating data systems and collection

Screening and education

Perinatal mental health

Domestic violence support

Telehealth expansions such as access to
specialists, reduce travel, telemonitoring for HTN
and gestational diabetes

Collaborate through state planned amendments
to expand covered services under Medicaid
Expand home visiting program models
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Topic

DISCUSSION

DECISION AND/OR ACTION

Autism Diagnosis Overview

e Workforce capacity assessments to identify gaps
in access to care

e Work closely with Provider organizations, MCOs,
and hospitals

ABA therapy costs increasing nationwide; CMS auditing
states

e Kansas reviewing policies that govern ABA
therapy and diagnosis of Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD)

e Current KS statute requires ASD diagnosed by
licensed physician or licensed clinical
psychologist.

Clinicians concerned MCOs recently started requiring
periodic ASD diagnosis reevaluations for children
receiving ongoing ABA therapy, and initial therapy now
requires recent diagnoses

e Clinicians note ASD is lifelong making
reevaluations unnecessary

¢ Already long waitlist for evaluations

e Examples of children not receiving therapy due
to new guidelines from MCOs

KDHE is currently developing policy:

e Clear guidelines of diagnosing ASD

e Once diagnosed by qualified provider, no
reevaluation required

e Consistent with Autism Waiver language

e Expected finalization by Q4 2026, working on
faster interim solution

Dr. Saby concerned with fraud, waste, and abuse in ABA
therapy and treatment plan quality. Shared link to
WSJ article regarding concerns in national ABA industry.

Dr. Leni Swails/Dr. Michael Skoch

https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/fiv
e-takeaways-from-the-wsj-investigation-of-
the-autism-therapy-business-

Oeae4c67?gaa at=eafs&gaa n=AWEtsqf39H
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NxxTu7tGXtp7mCTqVmAgB-MDXgvYhxiXC-
pWj B2RgVhRPRIWt90E3yg%3D%3D&gaa t
s=69babeal&gaa sig=UxkT 260rTX4eGunkK
DHN 90A0374P1-
W4Yq3pbFIx7dWbCdwi1ZgWnn5 ibxTbDGO
3SSZAmilyzr-1RgY8zqxGQ%3D%3D

Agenda items from Beneficiary Advisory
Committee

Pharmacies not enrolling in KMAP w
tough enrollment processes

Ancillary costs of running equipment
is on families. Could Medicaid
cover?

Transparency of Percentage of Profit
vs. Expenditures for Direct Patient
Care

Amanda Applegate- This was anticipated and
understands the process takes several hours to
complete.

Example: Continuous O2 concentrators or any medical
equipment that runs up electricity costs. Concerns on
how this would be quantified or standardized.

How to access information on MCO payment vs.
expenditures and limits on profits.

Shalae will work with Amanda
and her organization to see what
if anything KDHE can do to
improve this process.

Shalae will locate information
and bring findings to BAC.

Future Agenda Topics:

Public Comments

No public comments.

Next Meeting

Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 10:30 AM via Zoom.

Adjourn

Adjourn 12:04PM 03/18/2026

Motion to adjourn. Agreed
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